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1 John

Themes: 

1. Jesus is the Son of God

2. Those who follow Him must live righteously

3. If we are His we will love one another

In today’s lesson, John’s message is written to counteract Cerinthian heresy. Cerinthius denied the fact that Jesus is God, and that he came in the flesh. Somehow this teaching sapped vitality from Christian living. So the apostle John starts out giving testimony to the reality of the incarnate Christ, whom he had known personally. Then he shows that Christian Fellowship does not come automatically…. It depends upon the believer fulfilling his part toward both God and men.

Show chart:

Many second generation Christians face problems peculiar to their  situation. Expected to walk in their parents’ footsteps and to attain Christian faith and character almost automatically, they often become perplexed and experience failure. Many first generation Christians grapple with intellectual and moral problems before accepting the truth of Christianity, but second generation believers grow up taking their faith for granted. 

My own children believed what they were taught, accepted Christ at an early age, tried to fall into certain behavioral patterns, etc., but I don’t believe any of them appreciated their faith, or came to understand his own personal relationship with God until they went away from home (to college). There it all dawned on them. There they realized that it was them and God, not just doing as Mom and Dad expected. They are all glad to have been brought up in a Christian home, but they all had something special to learn about their own personal relationship to the Lord. 

Every individual must come to the place where Christ is persona to himself or herself. No heritage, no up-bringing, no religious traditions will be sufficient to hide under. Each person must realize he is a sinner, his need for Christ, and must accept him personally if there is to be true faith. 

In many ways the Apostle John faced a second-generation problem in Asia Minor, because be the time he wrote this epistle in A.D. 85 or 90, he was the last surviving apostle. Almost everyone else who had known the Lord Jesus and walked with Him had died. Cerinthus not only taught that Jesus was not God, nor human. He also taught that God did not make the world—it was made by some unknown power, and that Jesus, though perhaps superior to most was only a man. Even though many did not accept Cerinthus’ views, they were confused by him. This led to careless living and little true Christian love. So John the Beloved encourages believers to go on living.

V 1-2

Heard, seen, looked at, touched: The Word of Life spoken of here is clearly Jesus Christ Himself. Notice he says, “that which was from the beginning. This speaks very clearly to the fact that Christ was from the very beginning. Also verse 2: eternal life. Let’s look at another of John’s writings: St. John 1:3 & 14. Jesus is God, John is teaching. He is the creator, the one who came to this earth via the virgin Mary. He died for our sins and rose again. In spite of the Cerinthian theory, John is saying that the incarnation is a fact. Christ was in the beginning and He became man in order to save us from sin, and give us life eternal. 

Although Cerinthianism has been dead for many years, there are many preachers today who deny these very same facts. Many do not believe or teach that virgin birth. Not that Christ is God. Not salvation by faith. Nor anything else. Mostly they teach that God is love—love one another. Do good to others. Well all this is true, but so much  more is left out!! Many have said, “You can have a true spiritual experience without believing all those historical facts about Christ. Can you?
It is to these unique truths of the Christian faith that John bears personal testimony. These facts are essential to true Christian faith and living. Prior to his ascension, Jesus commissioned the disciples to be witnesses of his death and resurrection. (Acts 1:8, Luke 24:46-48).

The early apostles took this responsibility seriously. And so does John. Do we? We may not be preachers, or writers, but we can all tell someone what Christ has done for us personally,

1. by a ringing public testimony

2. by a word of encouragement graciously spoken to one in need

3. by a consistent life lived victoriously amid trials and temptations

V 3-4

The word “fellowship” implies that the believers have something in common. Because of their common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and their love for Him, because of their mutual enjoyment of the life He gives, they are bound to one another in a fellowship that transcends the human level—it includes both God the Father and God the Son. 

Is God the Father of all men? In what sense? (General) (Creation-Providence).

How is He the Father to believers? Special sense.

1. Gave (spiritual) eternal life and sustains it (Ps. 103:13)

2. Father of mercies (2 Cor. 1:3)

3. Great love (1 John 3:1)

We call it fellowship here. The Apostles’ Creed calls it communion of the saints.

It is a family relationship in which God is the Father. Notice that John regards fellowship as indispensable. It is not an optional luxury to be indulged in for personal enjoyment. It is one of the means of grace ordained by God for the growth and perseverance of believers. A church is therefore more than a preaching center. It is a fellowship group—the local branch of God’s family, to be governed by truth and love.

Now, if fellowship is to be possible, and our churches are to perform this part of their function, believers must play their part. What is it??
Each on e is to maintain his own personal relationship with the Father. So as to keep alive family unity and love. (Human family: one member on the outs with Dad messes up unity.) 

For the present our work is abiding. 1 John 2:6, 24, 3:6, John 15:1-17

In practice abiding involves 3 things

1. Christ’s words must abide in us (15:7)

2. Our love must be constant (15:9)

3. Our obedience must never lag (15:10)

The first makes possible the second, and the second, the third. Such fellowship will have a potent effect. Acts 2:42-44

A healthy Christian does not live the life of a hermit on purpose. He cares for and enjoys fellowship with others. 

Life’s fullest joys, John writes, are Christian fellowship. David expressed his fullness of joy in knowing God and in fellowship with Him (Ps. 16:11). 

The prophet Isaiah: Isa. 61:10

In Christ believers experience joy unspeakable and full of glory. ( 1 Peter 1:8.)

Let us ask ourselves the question: Are we truly rejoicing in fellowship with God and with other believers, or are we suffering from spiritual isolation? (Coal: separated from fire loses its glow. Peace, joy, love are maintained in Christian fellowship.)

